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Splendide Mendax 


By Vaac' Bickerftaff E(q; : 
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From my own Apartment, November 22. 


light in than in Travels, eipecially thofe 
that defcribe remote Countries, and give 
the Writer an ity of thowing 
his Parts without incarring any Danger 
of béing ‘examined or contradiéted. Among: all 
the Authors of this Kind, our renowned Country- 
man Sir — fandeville has diftinguithed himfelf, 
by the Copioufnefs of his Invention, and Great- 
nefs of his Genius. The Second to Sir Fob T take 
to have been Ferdinand Mendex Pinto, a Perfon..of 
infinite Adventure, and unbounded Imagination. 
One’ reads the Voya 
with as much Aftonifhment as the Travels of Oly/es 
in Homer, or of the Red-Crofs Knight in Spencer. ‘All 
isEnchantd-Ground, and Hd 6 


Thave got into my Hands by great Charite eve: i 


nl Manuicripts of thefe Two eminent Authots, 
ich are filled with greater Wonders than any-of 
have communicated to the Publick, and 

indeed, wasp they not be ee attefted, would a 

altogether improbable. rh pte . 

feyuioas Authors did not — them with the 
of their Works, left they fhould pafs for Fiétions 
and Fables: A Caution not unneceffary , when 
the Reputation of their Veracity was not yet elta- 
blifhed in the World. But as this Reafon has 
now no further Weight, I fhall make the Publick a 
Prefent of thefe curious Pieces at fuch Times as I 
fhall find my felf unprovided with other Subjede. 
The prefent Paper Pintend to fill with an Ex- 


) tract of Sir Fobn's Journal, in which that learned had 


and worthy Knight gives an Account of the 
, Freezing and Thawing of feveral fhort Speeches 
which he made in the Territories of Nova: Zembla. 

Ineed not inform my Reader, that the Author 

of Hudibras alludes to this ftrange Quality 1n that 

wold Climate, when {peaking of ab{traéted Notions 
ttoathed in a vifible Shape, he adds that apt Simile : 


Like Words cangeal’d in Northern Air, 


Not to keep my Reader any longer‘in Sufpence 
| ~ Relation put into modern Language is as “ 
| WS: 


, We were feparated by a Storm in the Latitude of 
| Thirteen, intomuch that only the Ship which | was 

with a Dutch and a French Vefiel, got fafe into 
aCreek of Nova-Zembla. We landed, in order to 


fit our Veffels; and ftore our felves with Provi- 


] 
ions, The Crew. of each Veflel made themfelves a 
Cabbin of Turf and Wood, at fome Diftance from 
tach other, to fence themfelves againft the Incle- 
mencies of the Weather, which was fevere beyond 
Magination. We foon obferved, that in talking 
' to one another we loft feveral of our Words, and 
could not hear one another at above Two Yards 
Diflance, and that too when we fat very near the 
. ‘After much Perplexity, 1 found that our 
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HERE are no Books which I more de-__ 


of thefe Two great Wits ..- 


i 


From Tuefday November 21. to Thuerfday November 2 3.17170. 


ee kl ry gee en, es , 
Words froze in the Air before they could reach the 
Ears of the Perfon to whom they:avere fpoken. 
was-foon confirmed in this Conje@ure,, when, up- 
on the Ingreafe of the Cold, the whole Company 
grew dumb, or rather deaf; for every ‘Man wag 
fenfible, as we afterwagds. found, that lie {poke ag 
well. as sver ; but the Sounds no fooner took Air, 
than they were condenied and loft; It-was now'a 
miférable Spectacle ta {ee ws. nodding, and; gaping at 
one another, every,/Man talking, and no Man 
heard One might, obferve a Seaman, that could 
hail a Ship at a League Diftance, beckoning with his 
Hanis, raining his Luggs, and teasing his Throat, 


ui nbebelion ‘ Net Wns ec Verba, fquonter. 


We continued henesThree Weeks in this difmal 
Plight; At length,-upon a Turn’ of Wind, the 
Air ‘about, us began to thaw. Our Cabbin was 
immediately filled with a dry clattering Sound, 
which I afterwards found to. be the Crackling of 
Confonants that broke above ous Heads, and were 
ofeny stipe with a gentle Hiffiog, which.1 imputed 
to: the Letter’S, thet occuits:fo frequently in the 
EnglifoTongue 3 {oon after, felt a Breeze of Whif- 
‘pers xuthing ‘by my Ear; for thofe'being of a foft 
and gentle Subitance, wmmediately: liqueficd in the 
warm, Wind that ddbiew acrofs.our Cabbin. Thefe 
were foon: followed by Syllables and fhort Words, 
and gt Jength by entire Sentences, that melted 
fooner or later, as they were more or lefs congea- 
Jed ; fo that we now heasd every Thing that had 
been spoken during the whole Three Weeks that we 
been lent, if 1 may ufe that Expreffion. Ic 
was, now very early in the Morning, and yet, to 
my. Surprize, I heard fome Body fay, Sir John, ic 
is Midnight, and Time for the Ship's Crew to go to Bed. 
This, } knew to be the Pilot’s Voice, and upon res 


cojle@ing my felf, | concluded that he had fpoken 


thefe. Words to me fome Days before, though I 
could not hear them before the prefent Thaw. My 
Reader will eafily imagine how the whole Crew 
was amazed, to hear every Man talking, and fee 
no Man opening his Mouth. In the Midit of this 
great Surprize we were all in, we heard a Volley 


fol- of Oaths and Curfes, latting for a long while, and 


uttered in, a very hoarfe Voice, wliich } knew be- 
longed to the Boat{wain, who was a very cholerick 
Fellow, and had: taken his Opportunity of Cur- 
fing and Swearing at me when | thought I could 
not hear him; for I had feveral Times-given him 
the Strappado on that Account, as I did not fail 
to repeat it for thefe’ tils pious Soliloguics when I 
got him on Ship-board, 

I mutt not omit the Naines of feveral Beauties in 
Wappiag which were heard every now and then, m 
the Midft of a long Sigh that accompanied them ; as, 
Dear Kate! Pretty Mrs, Peggy ! When thall 1 fee 
my Swe again ? Thisbetray d teveral Amours which 
had been concealed ‘till that Time; and furnifhed us 
with a great deal of Mirih in our Return to Engiand, 


11 an 
> ‘ 





When this Confufion of Voices was pretfy well 
Over, tho’ I wasafraid to offer at Speaking, as fear- 
ing fhould not be heard, I propofed a Vifit to the 
Dutch Cabbin, which lay about a*Mile further up 


into the Country. My Crew-were extreamly re- 


joiced to find they had again recovered their Hearing, 
though every Man uttered his Voice with the fame 
’ Apprehenficns that I had done : 


— Es timide Verba intermiffa retentat. 


At about half a Mile’s Diftance from our Cabbin, 
“we heard thé Groanings'of a Bear, whicli at firft 
{tartled us; but upon Enquiry, we were informed. 
by fome of our Compute at he was dead, and 
now lay in Salt, having been killed upon that very 
~ Spot about @ Fortnight beforé, in the Time of the 
Froft. Not far from the fame Place we were like- 
wife entertained with fome pofthumous §narls and 
Barkings of aFox : 
We at length arrived, at the little Dutch Settle- 
- ment, and upon entering the Room, found it fill'd 
with Sighs that {melt of Brandy, and fevetal other 
unfavoury Sounds that were altogether inarticulate. 
| Valet, who was an /rifhman, fell iato fo great 
a Rage at what he heard, that he drew his Sword; 
but not knowing where to lay the Blame, he put 
it up again, We were finned with thefe confuted 
-Noiles, but did not heara'fingle Word:till about 
sbalf am Kiour:afier, which Paitribed"to the harth 
,and obdurate Sounds of ' thit Language,:' which 
wanted ttfore Time thati ours to ‘melt- did become 
saudibles.in. 62.0 200 EM: Cale ¥ te 
After:having here met with a very: heattyWel- 


come, we went to the French Cabbin, who, to'make * 


amends for their Three Weeks Silence, were talking 
and difputing with greatet Rapidity and Gonfufion 
than ever I heard in an Aflembly even of that Na- 
tion, Their Language, as I found, upoti the’ firkt 
Giving of the Weather, felt'sfundet and diffolved. 
A was here convinced ofan Etror into’ whichrl had 
before fatten ;. for I fancied, that for the Freezing of 
the Sound, it was neceflary for'it to be wrapped up 
and, as it were, preferved in Breath ; but T four 
my Miltake, when Eheard the Sound of a Kit play- 
ang a Minuet-over our Heads, I asked the Occafion 
of it; upon which one of the Company told me, 
That it would play there ‘above a Week longer if 
the Thaw continued ; for, fays he, finding our 
felves bereft of Speech, we prevailed upon one of 
the Company, who had this Mufical Inftrument 
about him, to.play to us from Morning till Night ; 
all which Time we employed in Dancing, in order 
to dillipate our Chagrin, & seur le Temps. _ 

Here Sir Fon gives very good Philofophical Rea- 
fous. why the Kit could be heard during the Froft ; 
but as they are tomething Prolix, 1 pats them‘ over 
in Silence, and fhall only obferve, that the honou- 
rable Author leems, by his Quotations, to have been 
well verfed in the ancient Poets, which perhaps 
ruted his Fancy above the ordinary Pitch of Hifto- 
rians, and very much contributed to the Embel- 
lithment of his Writings. 


Advertifements. 


& The Turrp Volume of the Lucusrations 
of Haac Bickeritaff Efq; on a large Letter, in O&tavo, being al- 
mott finifhed; fuch as pleafe to fubfcribe for it on a Royal 
Paper, to keep up their Sets, ave delived to fend their Names 
to Charles Lilly, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beautord-Buildings in 
the Stran¢, or John Morphew near Stationers-Hall. Where the 
Firft and Second Volumes are to be delivered. 2 ut 
ALL Sorts of fine Silks and Mercer Goods for Blank 
Lotery Tickers, ac 71. a Ticker, end fold as cheap as tor 
Specie, ac the Eagle and Child on Le SH , ; 
At the GREAT WHEAT-SHEAF painted 
upon a Copper Plate, next the Bell-Savage-Inn on Ludgate- 
hill, ave fold all Sorts ot rich Foreign Silk, with Gold and Silver 
Brocades : Likewife plain and fower’d Velvers tor Gowns and 
Pesticuats, and Coach Linings ; with all.Sorts of Silk Morning- 
4zowns, for Blank Lottery Tickets, at eanige 8 Price as any Per- 
fon fhall give tor them, and the abovefaid Goods as cheap as for 
Sp€cie. , 
M2: ning Gowns for Men and Wanem, of all Sores of rich 
Brocaded Silks, fpaw'd Sastins, and great Varietyof other rich 
Siiks, Stuffs and Callicoe’s, (being a frefh Parcel of choice Goods of 


, 


Sam. Edwards and Richard Hochett, Mercers) are to be fold ie 
ry low Rates at the Galden Sugar- Loaf up ene Pair of Stairs, sup, 


againf the Horfe at Charing-Crofi, thepPrice being fet om eqs 
Ww. 5 4 
‘THE Effigies of the Right Hgnourable the Lord 5. 


ers, curiopily done in Mezzo Finto from the Original of 

“Sir Godfrey Knélier. Sold by E. Cooper at the Three Pidgeon 
in Bedford-ftreer, Covent-garden, and all the Printfellers in Log, 
don and Weitmintter. 
*,° On Tharfday the goth Infant wilkbe publithed fo 
Odtober, Atlas Geographus, or a Compicar Syitem of Geo, 
phy, Ancient and Modern. This Month fisifhes all Europe, 
cept Great-Britain and Ireland, with a good Frontifpiece, larg 

. Index, Subfcribers Names, dcc. fo that then the whole may je 
bound up in two Vols. in which is about 100 new Maps, C 


Sanfon’s Tables, &¢. The next Month begins Alia, in which it 
: jo a sone Ma Can Tat:les, and fhall all be z . 


tained in one Vol, Printed by John Nutt inthe Savoy ; and fig 
by J. Morphew near Stationers-Hall; where may be had Com. 
pleat Sets for Europe, or any odd Months. Nore, “THO the 
defire it, may have the Whole compleat, with the Maps colow'4, 
: and diviged into Provinces, &c, at Mr. Myil’s ove:-againft De. 
‘J¥eréux Court wichéut Temple-Bar, who engraved the Moderg 
Maps for this, and for Afia, Africa, aad America, that are tg 
come, The Colouring is 25. 6d. 
f Seat Mendey will be publitte!, foe the Month of 
ovember, Bibligthgya Anatomica, Medica, Chirurgics , 8c. con. 
taining a eleriprion bt all che leversl aits-of the Body ; each 
done by one or more eminent Phyfician or Chirutgeoe, with 
their vy! er tye —— with rr ry a ie 
ures, done by the’ belt, Arcijts, afd, from the trueft Defigne, 
Pablithed Moachl ae higthitecc Pa Novemb. couttine te 
Cotes ot: tht Diltafes of the’ Bones; ag all Sort of Fractions, 
Laxations, 8c, ' Printed by Johii Natt in'vhe Savoy, and fold by 


TMe ew near Beagiongre-bajly © Bre taf =: 
we There wit be fhortly publithed,, An Effay rowards 
a Practical Eoglifh Grammar. By, James Grecnwood. . Where. 


in is confained whatever Dr. Wallis has wrote’ on this Sub 
With latge Addition’ and Improvements! - Dr. Hicks’s a 
¢ maingr has jikewife npgn every Occatiog, been confulred. The 
is.fo Me eH the meanelt Capacity may attain, oot 
Orly toa ee now edge ot the Englifh Tongue, bat of 
-Grdmmmat in General: Particular Cavéhas been taken to render 
chjs Broke ufeth! aad agreeable td the Fgir'Sex, Bh tit 
AT Mrs, Mfottley’s India Houle at the Two Gren 
Craters on. the-Pavement.in St. Martin’s-lane,. near Cha- 
FOls, a 


sing-Crols, all’ Sorts ef -fudian Goods, laquered Ware, China, 
ae Ned Pidtures; ee ‘with Hollands, Mufline, Cambricks, 


fine embroidered and plait thort Ap;ons, and divers other Things 


50 -dilprKd of fos Blank Lonery Tickets, at 7 1, each,’ and 
the gas cheap 28 for Specig. ‘eh 
AT the, fictt Office ‘of Infurance on, Marriage, began 


o® January 2, 1710.7ih’ Bole-Coure, Mecteftrecr, any Peridis 
paying 24, Yor & Policy ahd Stamps, and2‘ss towards each Mu- 
riage, ‘will, fecure to themie!yes 2.0 4, Kourreta Perfons having 
already received above Soo |. tur ti: hatge of 81. whieh grows 
daily more profitable, the Isth.and 16th Cliim amounting'to + 
bove' 2961. which will be paid on Sacudiy next. At che-fame 
Place'g fécond Irfiwance as began cic 6th of November, where 
any Perfoo.paying 5s. for,a Policy and Eorvance, and 5%. te 
wards each “erriage, will feceive soo 1. when tull, and in the 
mean Tithe in Proportion.’ For the due Paymene of all Claims 
on both Offices, Lands to the Value of 18004, are now fertlidg, 
the ‘firle being’ betore Counci) for chat Purpofe, Note, There 
aré above i6ooSubicribers to che firlt Infurancé, and near 700 0 
the fecond: ' ; 
AT. the Office of Infurance upon Marriage, by the 
Generous Society a¢ Templeman’s Coffee-houfe at Charings 
Crofs, chis prefent 23d of November, will be opened a new 
Subfcription for 2100 Perfons, where any Perfon may inftre up- 
on’ their own or the Marriage of any other Perfon for soo}, 
paying down ¢s, for Policy and Stamps, and ¢ s. towards each 
Claim that fhall be made on the Society. The tirft 100 to contr 
nue tingle 3 Months, the 2d.100 4 more, the 3d 5 Months, and 
fo to advance 100 pet Month till the Subfcription is full. They 
may alfo infire for 250}. paying’2 §. 6d. fora Policy and Stamp 
and 2s. 6d, towards each Claim; or for 100 |, paying’2 §, tor 
Policy and Stamps, and 1s, towards each Clai. tropofalsat 
= may be had ac the faid Office gratis. N.B. To prevent all 
Sufpicion of Favour or Partiality, the Books fhall not be opened, 
nor no one Perfon admitted co ubfcribe before 12 of the Clock 
this Day: And a Perfcn ar the Door fhall give to each Subfcri- 
ber, a¢.hecomes, a numbered Ticker, according to his Order of 
comning,'and fo he fhail be eorered in due Comfe, Bring your 
Names ready written along with you. 
HE Undertakers of the Subfcripricn at Mr. Stocton's 
_* at the Bell in Henrierca-ftreet, Covent-Garden, having been 
at great Expence in purchafing Place and Jewels fort fame, 
and the faid Subfcription being near tull, Notice is hereby given, 
That in order to d> fultice to:ail. Partics concerned, it will DF 
drawn.on the 1§th Day ot December without fail. Tickets may 
atthe faid Mr. Stocton’s ; at Mr. Amfon’s, a Goldlesils 
at the Gold Ring near Sslisbury-Couvre in Flecc-ttreer. At 7 
thefe Pieces the Genclemen ond Ladies concerned may be fatl 
fied of the Security tor cheir Moncy, aud the Reafonablene(s and 
Value of each Prize, there being but a jult aud living Profit 1 
ceived, Note, Tnis wilt be the laft Sudferiprion tor Gands in 
this Kind. Tickers may ‘be had likewile ar My. Ch. Lillie’s at 
the Corner’ of Beauford-Buildings ; at the Ving Tavern in & 
born; at Mr. Marriut’s, a Shoemaker, at the White Harr in ” 
Poultry ; ac M.s. Davis's, Milliner, near Hunger tord- Market 
the Strand; and at Mrs. Marryat’s, Mulucr, New-ftreer, Fetter 


lane. p 





“gold by Jobn Morpher near Stationers-Hall ; where Advertifements are taken in. 
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